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We’re going to get you in a “New York State of 
Mind!” Michael Cavanaugh was handpicked 
by the “Piano Man” to play him in the Broad-
way musical, Movin’ Out. And I’m sure you’ll 
agree, Billy Joel picked the right guy.

Speaking of “Movin’ Out,” due to renovations 
scheduled at the Hershey Community Build-
ing, which houses the Hershey Theatre, we 
will perform some concerts in Founders Hall 
off and on for the next two seasons. We’re also 
honored to serve as “Artists in Residence”at 
Milton Hershey School, to enrich educational 
and cultural experiences for students.

No “Pressure,” but we hope you return to see us at Founders Hall on March 
23, 2024 for our concert Glorious, and again on April 26, 2024 for Treasured 
and Timeless at the Hershey Theatre. We’re pleased to provide top-notch 
orchestral music to our community for “The Longest Time” and look forward 
to celebrating our 55 th anniversary at our fundraising gala at the Hershey 
Country Club on April 28, 2024.

Enjoy the music of “My Life” and yours tonight. “You May be Right” for 
singing along and dancing in the aisles. Thank you for supporting the Her-
shey Symphony Orchestra. We love you “Just the Way You Are!”

Finally, I would like to dedicate this concert to my beloved mother, Maureen, 
who passed away a few weeks ago. She was my best friend and biggest sup-
porter and will be missed beyond words.

“I promised I would never leave you,
Then you should always know
Wherever you may go, no matter where you are,
I never will be far away.”
Billy Joel, “Lullabye”

Susan Cort
Executive Director

A Message from our Executive Director
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Sat. & Sun. 7:30 am – 11 am
Serving Lunch & Dinner
Wednesday — Sunday
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2023-2024 Season
GLORIOUS! 

Saturday, March 23, 2024 • 8 PM

TREASURED AND TIMELESS 
Friday, April 26, 2024 • 8 PM

Emerald Gala
Hershey Country Club

April 28, 2024

Purchase tickets online at HersheySymphony.org
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It is my distinct pleasure to welcome you to 
“The Music of Billy Joel,” where the extraor-
dinary talents of Michael Cavanaugh and the 
Hershey Symphony Orchestra take center 
stage. Billy Joel’s music resonates deeply with 
many, including me, and we are thrilled to 
witness the magic unfold as these iconic tunes 
are brought to life.

Tonight’s performance promises to be an 
unforgettable celebration of music, made even 
more special by the unparalleled setting of the 
newly-renovated Founders Hall. The rich his-
tory and renewed splendor of this space adds 
an extra layer of grandeur to what promises 

to be an exceptional performance. Our deepest gratitude extends to Milton 
Hershey School for their support, which has been instrumental in bringing 
this performance to our community.

As evidenced by tonight’s exceptional attendance, this concert is a testament 
to our shared love for great music. Your presence adds to the vibrancy of this 
celebration, and we are honored to have you here.

A special thank you to our dedicated donors, whose generous contributions 
make events like these possible. Your commitment to the Symphony is the 
cornerstone of our success, and we express our deepest gratitude for your 
invaluable support.

Thank you for being a part of this exceptional evening, and we hope you 
enjoy every moment.

Warm regards,

Jordan Yeagley, Esq.
President, Hershey Symphony Orchestra Board of Directors

A Message from our Board President
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With Capital Blue Cross Medicare options, you can 
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Watch the best of
 Great Performances
on WITF TV, or stream on the

free WITF or PBS App.

witf.org/gp

717-766-0279 
BethanyVillage.org

Orchestrate your worry-free future

PITCH PERFECT SENIOR LIVING

» Engaging independent living
» Award-winning amenities
» On-site health services
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 Capital Area Chapter of the 
PA Music Teachers Association (PMTA) & MTNA

Monthly professional education

Collaboration with other professionals

Enrichment for you and your students 

Honors recitals & Adjudications

Multi-Piano Extravaganza concert

Scholarship opportunities

We offer: 

For complete details and to meet our teachers:

harrisburgpmta.com

Professional membership for
Independent music teachers

Looking for a piano, voice or flute teacher?  
We can help with that too!



We gratefully acknowledge these patrons who make the programs of the 
Hershey Symphony Orchestra possible. These gifts enable the Symphony to 
maintain its high artistic standards and provide culturally enriching experi-
ences to the Central Pennsylvania area.
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Maestro Gregory Woodbridge

Gregory Woodbridge begins his tenure as 
Music Director of the Hershey Symphony 
Orchestra this season, which will include three 
Masterworks and three Pops Concerts.  He 
also holds the position of  Associate Conduc-
tor of the Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra 
and Music Director/Conductor of the Har-
risburg Symphony Youth Orchestra (HSYO). 
He continues to inspire impassioned perfor-
mances from orchestras at all levels, student 
through professional, and has been praised for 
his exceptional musicianship and artistry on 
the podium.

    
Maestro Woodbridge began studying piano at the age of seven and violin at 
the age of nine. He holds degrees from Penn State University, and furthered 
his conducting studies with Michael Jinbo (the Pierre Monteux Conducting  
Institute in Maine); Leonid Korchmar (Kirov Opera and St. Petersburg Con-
servatory); Ennio Nicotra (founder of the Ilya Musin Society); and Gustav 
Meier and JoAnn Falletta at the Conductor’s Institute Richmond Symphony 
Masterclass.
    
Maestro Woodbridge was previously Music Director and Conductor of the 
Central PA Youth Orchestra, the Wednesday Club Youth Orchestra, the Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Symphony and the York Youth Symphony Orchestra. In 
addition to having served as guest conductor for the Hershey Symphony for 
five years, other previous conducting engagements include, York Symphony 
(PA), the PMEA Region IV-V State Orchestra Festival, the Lebanon Valley 
College-Community Orchestra, the Messiah College Orchestra, and return 
engagements with the Hershey Symphony at Mt. Gretna’s Summer Theatre 
Series. He has also led the Harrisburg Symphony on their Masterworks and 
Pops Series. Maestro Woodbridge lives in Mechanicsburg, PA with his wife 
Heather and their two children, Delaney and Liam.

He is honored to serve as the new music director and conductor for the Her-
shey Symphony and continue this extraordinary 55-year tradition.



Personnel for Today’s Concert

Violin I
John Gazsi-
(Principal)
Michele Allen
Priscilla Howard
Erica Jafari
Andrew Kurtz
Angela Lansinger
Beth McLean
Laurie Williamson
Tiffany Young Yanelli

Violin II
Michal Peterson-
(Principal)
Chris Bradley
Deanna Geiter
Arlene Gibble
Hannah Gorrell
Emily Kiefer
Tessa Lenker
Ann Ouyang
Bethany Shirk
Jaci Verghese
Sarah Wagner

Viola
Susan Hoffman-
(Principal)
Kathy Becker
Dolores Dillon
Kim Elicker
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Kate Lynagh
Jonathan Rehrer
Phillip Smith

Cello
Scott Kuntz- 
(Principal)
Bonnie Calhoun
Allison Conrad
Leah Hagenbuch
Ian Hunt
Susan Kenderdine
Shirley Nolt
Jennifer Reese
Mara Thompson
Wade Walburn
Scott Witter

Bass
Matt Heinz-
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Terry Bone
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Flute
Kim Ferroni
Brent Fisher
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Lydia Klinger

Piccolo
Kim Ferroni
Brent Fisher

Oboe
Scott Gilbert
Ann Kirby

English Horn
Ann Kirby

Clarinet
Nate Grim
Gary Troxell

Bass Clarinet
Laurence Kilpatrick

Horn
Don Daugherty
Mindy Ross
Al Stokes
Theresa Swenson

Trumpet
Robin Church
Gary Hoffman
Ken Smeltz

Trombone
Paul Brettschneider
Nate Miscannon
Robert Sproul

Timpani
David Knott

Percussion
Joe Dudeck
Chris Mack
Matt Wolfe

Harp
Alison Whipple



The Music of Billy Joel 

ALL SELECTIONS WILL BE ANNOUNCED FROM THE STAGE

The Music of Billy Joel Touring Group

Michael Cavanaugh  Piano and Vocals
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Billy Venditti   Bass
Tony Koussa   Keyboard
Dennis DelGaudio  Guitar
John Scarpulla   Saxophone

PRODUCTION STAFF
Greg Peters    Tour/Business Manager          
Jim Guthrie    Production Manager

Saturday, February 17, 2024 • 8 PM • Founders Hall
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www.dougnicotera.com



Michael Cavanaugh

Michael Cavanaugh is the new voice of the 
American Rock & Roll Songbook and a char-
ismatic performer and musician made famous 
for his piano/lead vocals in the Broadway 
musical Movin’ Out.  Handpicked by Billy 
Joel to star in Movin’ Out, Cavanaugh evokes 
a style rivaling the Piano Man. He appeared 
in the show for three years with over 1,200 
performances and received multiple acco-
lades. The show culminated in 2003 with both 
Grammy and Tony award nominations.

Michael began playing at age seven, when 
his parents bought their first piano.  Encouraged by family and friends, and 
inspired by his hero Billy Joel, Michael formed his first band at age 10 and 
began playing local functions, fine-tuning the craft that would become his 
chosen career.

With the close of Movin’ Out at the end of 2005, Michael began touring in his 
own right, creating a show that reinterprets the modern pop/rock songbook. 
Michael soon became one of the hottest artists in the private events market, 
and he continues to perform worldwide for company and charity events as 
well as sporting events including many PGA tour events, the SuperBowl, and 
the Indy 500.  His interpretation of the modern rock/pop songbook led to 
Billboard calling him “The New Voice of the American Rock and Roll Song-
book,” and he was recognized by Reuters as Entertainer of the Year for the 
private events market. 

It wasn’t long before symphony orchestras discovered Michael’s talents and 
audience appeal. He accepted his first orchestral booking, “Michael Cavana-
ugh – The Songs of Billy Joel and More,” which debuted in April 2008 with 
the Indianapolis Symphony and continues to tour today.  In October 2008, he 
signed with Warner/ADA to distribute his first CD, In Color.  In June 2010, 
Michael debuted his second symphony show in the Generations of Rock series 
titled “Michael Cavanaugh: The Songs of Elton John and More” and then de-
buted his third symphony show, “Singers and Songwriters: the Music of Paul 
Simon, Neil Diamond and James Taylor,” in 2012.  In 2015, he debuted his 
fourth symphony show: “Rockin’ Christmas with the Pops.”  He continues to 
tour all four symphony productions along with performing with his band in 
performing arts centers and other public venues.



(at Founders Hall)

The Symphony will be joined onstage by The Harrisburg Singers 
and Voices of the Valley to present Poulenc’s Gloria. This is paired 
with Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition, a piano suite master-
fully transformed into a grand orchestral work by Maurice Ravel.

(at the Hershey Theatre)

Embark on a tour of Eastern Europe by way of Enesco’s Roumanian 
Rhapsody No. 1 and Prokofiev’s Suite 2 from Romeo and Juliet.



Hershey Symphony Orchestra
Gift Cards

make a perfect gift!

www.HersheySymphony.org



Board of Directors & Staff

Directors
Ruth Barley 
Chris Bradley 
Paul Brettschneider 
Ginger Lowe 
Jody Reyes

Frank Rapisarda
Piro Rjepaj  
Carolyn Smith  
Erica Wessling-Jafari

Officers
Jordan Yeagley, President
Susan Hoffman, President-Elect
Susan Pavelic, Treasurer
Christina Lacey, Secretary 
 

                Follow us on 

Ann Ouyang, Honorary Board Member
Randy Sibert, President Emeritus

Administration
Gregory Woodbridge, Music Director

Dr. Robert Sproul, Assistant Conductor
John Gazsi, Concertmaster 

Susan Cort, Executive Director
Taylor DeLong, Customer Service Manager
Jennifer Hackett, Marketing Consultant
Theresa Swenson, Personnel Manager & Librarian
Andrew Kurtz, Festival Strings Conductor
Hanel Watkins Eberly, Festival Strings Administrator
Michael Rusli, Young Artist Competition Co-Coordinator
Susan Hoffman, Young Artist Competition Co-Coordinator

Dr. Sandra Dackow, Conductor Laureate

Program cover photograph: Doug Nicotera
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The Hershey Symphony Foundation

The Hershey Symphony Orchestra Foundation was established to ensure the 
long-term future of the Symphony. Established as a supporting foundation 
in 1988, it receives, holds, and invests permanent gifts in an endowment 
fund, with on-going distributions that directly benefit the Hershey Sympho-
ny Orchestra. Governed by a board of directors made up of members of the 
community and the orchestra, it depends upon the support of friends like 
you who treasure the innovation and artistic excellence of the Hershey Sym-
phony Orchestra. 

Gifts to the Foundation provide long-term support to the Orchestra. In ad-
dition to making cash gifts, planned gifts can be made in a variety of ways, 
including beneficiary designations for your retirement plan, life insurance, 
investment accounts, or remembering the Hershey Symphony Orchestra 
in your will or living trust. Qualified retirement plans, such as traditional 
Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) and 40l(k) plans, may be the most 
tax-efficient way to make a planned gift to the Foundation. These assets have 
never been taxed and, as a charitable organization, the Foundation would not 
have to pay any taxes on a gift from a retirement plan. Gifts of appreciated 
securities are another tax-efficient donation in which the Foundation receives 
the full market value of the securities. The donor claims the same amount 
on their tax return and avoids the capital gains assessment on a future sale. 
Lastly, if you are 70½ or older, you can instruct your IRA custodian to make 
a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). QCDs can fulfill some or all of 
your annual required minimum distribution. They are excluded from taxable 
income, but they do not produce a charitable contribution deduction. 

HERSHEY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Brooke S. Petersen, CFP®, Chairman
Karen M. Paris, Vice-Chairman
Karen M. Paris, Secretary 
Laurence A. Kilpatrick, C.P.A., Treasurer

Directors  
Laurence M. Demers, M.D. 
Matt Heinz 
Dr. Tom Davis 
 

 
Behjat Noori  
H. Sheldon Parker

Honorary Members 
Gregory K. Richards, J.D., CFP®, Investment Advisor 
Col. David C. White (Ret.)



Total Gifts, Donations and Benefactions received since inception:

Benefactor 
The Hershey Company 
Col. & Mrs. Charles E. Hoffman (Ret.)

Concert Master I    Concert Master II
Mrs. Harold S. Mohler    Robert & Renee Reese
Larry & Carol Watkins 

Conductor’s Circle 
Penn State M.S. Hershey Medical
     Center 
Frank & Susan Cerminara 
Laurence & Annette Kilpatrick 
Dr. & Mrs. Heng Lim 
Paris Family in memory of Mickey &
     Gerry Scones 
 

Neal & Linda Rhoads 
Drs. Michael Rusli & Anne Ouyang 
Col. and Mrs. David White (Ret.)
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Zimmerman 
In memory of Jane S. Teague 
In memory of Monroe C. Stover 
Lim Family in memory of Joy S. Lim

Sustaining Donors 
Joseph Cottonaro 
Dr. & Mrs. Laurence M. Demers 
Col. Peter J. Graybash (Ret.)
Karin Graybash & Mindy Richardson 
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Kilpatrick 
 

Dr. & Mrs. Soroush Noori 
H. Sheldon & Sallie Parker
Brooke & Laurie Petersen
James & Michelle Preston
Corrine & Mike Shearer

Legacy Society 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Brettschneider 
Dr. Tom Davis 
Col. Peter J. Graybash (Ret.)
Col. & Mrs. Charles E. Hoffman (Ret.)

Laurence & Annette Kilpatrick 
Karen M. Paris & Frank P. Paris
Larry Sheipline
               

The Legacy Society consists of individuals who have made a provision in 
their estate plan for the Hershey Symphony Orchestra Symphony Founda-
tion in the form of a bequest, a life income gift, or trust arrangement, thus 
becoming a part of the Orchestra’s legacy and its future. Please let us know 
if you have made us a part of your estate plan so that we can recognize your 
thoughtfulness as we “keep the music playing.”

Including the Foundation in your financial planning can increase and en-
hance your transfer of wealth. For further information on how you can help 
keep the music playing, please contact Brooke S. Petersen, CFP®, Foundation 
Chair, 4117 Kimbers Rd. Harrisburg, PA 17112 or by calling (917) 587-9341.



OUR THANKS
TO THE CONDUCTORS 

OF THE HERSHEY SYMPHONY

              Dr. Bryce Munger                 1969-1975
              Dr. John Harrison                 1975-1981
              Mr. Gerald Feintuch  1981-1983
              Dr.  Ronald Shafer              1983-1990
              Dr. Sandra Dackow             1991-2023
              Mr. Greg Woodbridge         2023





2023-2024 Season:
Annual Youth Choral Festival
Sunday, November 19, 2023, 4:00 pm
   Messiah University, Mechanicsburg

A Candlelight Christmas
Friday, December 15, 2023, 7:30 pm 
   Messiah University, Mechanicsburg
Saturday, December 16, 2023, 7:30 pm
   Elizabethtown College, Elizabethtown
Sunday, December 17, 2023, 4:00 pm 
  Market Square Presbyterian Church, Harrisburg

1000 Beautiful Things
Friday, May 17, 2024, 7:30 pm
   Derry Presbyterian Church, Hershey
Saturday, May 18, 2024, 7:30 pm
   Market Square Presbyterian Church, Harrisburg
Sunday, May 19, 2024, 4:00 pm
   Messiah University, Mechanicsburg

Tickets: 
Call Messiah Box Office 717-691-6036, option 1  
Visit: susquehannachorale.org/performances

Linda L. Tedford 
Artistic Director, Founder, and Conductor



Young Artist Competition Returns!
Deadline to apply is March 8, 2024

The Hershey Symphony Orchestra Young Artist Competition celebrates artists 
with superior musical ability in South Central Pennsylvania. The competition 

is open to all students enrolled in grades 7 through 11.

The winner receives a $1,000 William & Ruth Cagnoli Award.
Learn more at HersheySymphony.org

About the Cagnolis
William and Ruth Cagnoli founded Cagnoli Music, offering instrument sales, repairs and 
more to musicians of all ages in Central Pennsylvania. The Cagnolis also owned and 
operated Marty’s Music in Lebanon for many years. A professional woodwind player in 
the region, William Cagnoli was also one of the early founders of The Hershey Sym-
phony Orchestra and conducted the musicians on several occasions. Mr. Cagnoli also 
spent nearly 20 years at the Lebanon Veterans Hospital as a Registered Musical Thera-
pist. Allan Cagnoli, their son, is honored to provide the one-thousand dollar award for 
the Hershey Symphony Orchestra Young Artist Competition winner, in memory of his 
parents, who deeply loved music, education, and their community.
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Whether you want to grow your nest egg, plan for the future, save 

for college, or secure your legacy — Bryn Mawr Trust can help. We’ve 

been charting the course for individuals, families and institutions for 

generations. So now the question is, where would you like to go?

Bryn Mawr Trust is honored to support the Hershey  

Symphony Orchestra.

One East Chocolate Avenue, Suite 200, Hershey, PA 17033 • 717.534.3225 • bmt.com





Just a short drive from Hershey!
717-274-8092 f cornwallmanor.org

An active senior living community 
situated on 190 beautiful, wooded acres 
that features lifestyle options, affordable 
living, health care, onsite organic farm, 

amenities and services for over 70 years!

Discover Cornwall Manor - 
the new nature of senior living!








